Watching, Listening Reading   Assignment 2

Giant Python captured! 
[Answer the following questions in Dutch as detailed as possible! > use dictionary if necessary]

1. In welk gebied werd de grootste Burmese Python ooit (in dat gebied) gevangen?
2. Is het een diersoort die oorspronkelijk ook veel in dat gebied voorkomt?

3. Is het waar dat een dergelijke slang maar beperkte voortplantingsmogelijkheden heeft? [motiveer je antwoord]

4. Troffen de medewerkers van de Universiteit de Python inmiddels dood aan?
5. Is Kenneth Krysko een onderzoeker in dienst van de Universiteit?

6. Wat troffen de onderzoekers aan in de maag van de slang aan?

7. De onderzoekers hebben vrij eenvoudig kunnen vaststellen hoeveel Pythons er in het gebied voorkomen. [Waar / Niet waar > motiveer je antwoord]
8. Hoeveel Burmese Pythons leven er volgens inschatting in het gebied en op welke manier zijn ze daar terecht gekomen?

9. Is het waar dat de Pythons alleen maar kleine knaagdieren en watervogels eten?
10.  Waarom kunnen de Pythons zo goed overleven in het gebied?

11.  Wanneer begon het duidelijk te worden dat de hoeveelheid Pythons sterk begon te groeien en hoeveel zijn er in een periode van ca. 10 jaar gevangen?

12.  Waarom worden de slangen eigenlijk als een probleem gezien.

13. Wat gebeurt er met de Pythons die gevangen worden?
14.  Welke maatregelen hebben de autoriteiten genomen om het Python probleem te verminderen.

15. Hebben deze maatregelen het gewenste effect gehad?

16.  Wat zou een alternatieve oplossing kunnen zijn volgens de publieke opinie?
17.  Wat is volgens de deskundigen voorlopig de beste oplossing?
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WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. –  The biggest Burmese python ever caught in Florida — 17 feet, 7 inches long and 164½ pounds — was found in Everglades National Park, the University of Florida announced Monday.

The snake was pregnant with 87 eggs, also said to be a record. Scientists said the python's stats show just how pervasive the invasive snakes, which are native to Southeast Asia, have become in South Florida.

"It means these snakes are surviving a long time in the wild," said Kenneth Krysko, a snake expert at the Florida Museum of Natural History, where the euthanized snake was brought. 
The python had feathers in its stomach that scientists plan to use to identify the types of wildlife it was eating.
"A 17½-foot snake could eat anything it wants," Krysko said.

The snakes kill their prey by coiling around it and suffocating it. They have been known to swallow animals as large as deer and alligators.

Determining, or even estimating, how many snakes are out there is very difficult because snakes are very secretive. 

They remain inactive for much of the time, and to determine actual densities of snake populations requires detailed counting-studies. 
In and around Everglades National Park alone, some 1,825 Burmese pythons were found between 2000 and 2011.

But all of the pythons that are captured in the park are actually removed from the park.

Tens of thousands of Burmese pythons are believed to be living in the Everglades, where they thrive in the warm, humid climate. 
Certainly the climate and habitat is very suitable for these snakes there, or it appears to be. There are these vast areas of wilderness that, at least at one time, had abundant prey. 
The climate is subtropical, so it facilitates their survival and reproduction.

Pythons have been found in various places throughout the United States for a number of years and have been a mainstay of the reptile pet trade for decades. 
But it wasn't until the year 2000 that they were recognized as an established, reproducing population; since that time, they have increased their numbers dramatically. 
While many were apparently released by their owners, others may have escaped from pet shops during Hurricane Andrew in 1992 and have been reproducing ever since.
The increase of the python population has been connected to declines of several native mammals. 
According to the study, the number of raccoons have declined 93 percent, bobcats by 87 percent, and possums by 98.9 percent.
The government announced repeated steps to try and reduce the python problem, banning their importation and allowing them to be hunted but those efforts have done little to reduce the population.
People proposed, "Well let's have a disease that could wipe out all the pythons." But what if that wiped out all of the native snakes as well or other species? Then, we would have real problems. 
So developing some sort of biological control is certainly something that we want to be extremely cautious about..
It's extremely difficult to stop the effect of invasive species.

 The old advice: "an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure" certainly holds in this case. It's certainly easier to prevent new species introductions in most cases than to deal with them after the fact. 
And in some cases, after the fact it is nearly impossible to deal with them.



Date Night (2010) In New York City, a case of mistaken identity turns a bored married couple's attempt at a glamorous and romantic evening into something more thrilling...

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1279935/
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Horrible Bosses (2011) Three friends conspire to murder their awful bosses when they realize they are standing in the way of their happiness.

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1499658/
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Paul (2011) Two British comic-book geeks traveling across the U.S. encounter an alien outside Area 51.

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1092026/
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